
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 

 

SPECIAL NEEDS STORY & ART PROGRAMS 

 

In Woodstock we are lucky to have a vibrant special needs community. Individuals 

accompanied by caregivers, along with participants of Zack’s Place Enrichment Center, 

visit Norman Williams Public Library (NWPL) regularly. Commonly, these patrons come 

once a week for a special story hour geared for fun and stimulation. Regular sessions 

involve memory – reaching back to recall where the prior weeks chapter left off -  

reading the current chapter(s) with discussion of unfamiliar words and ideas, and lastly, 

what we might expect and hope for in the next week.  

We also schedule Art Projects, usually corresponding with our current story but not 

necessarily. The participants are encouraged by the stories but are free to follow their 

own desires and imaginations. We are lucky to have a room at NWPL that is wheelchair 

accessible. For story hour we get comfy in wheelchairs, folding chairs or lounging on 

pillows on the floor. The participants know (and I’ve learned) where they are most 

comfortable, both physically and emotionally. For art projects, although we can spread 

sheets and papers to cover floors and tables, what we love best is to go out onto the 

NWPL lawn where the next rain washes away any paint messes we accidentally leave 

behind and the fresh air makes us all inspired. We have learned to adapt (and continue 

always to experiment) with the best way to do things. Since participants have a variety of 

needs, we look to both physical and mental space and attention. Boards are placed over 

wheelchair armrests, paintbrushes can be fastened around hands with bandages. I or their 

caregivers aid in arm movement, color selection and helping them direct brushes 

according to their desires. Colors play an important role in pleasing or disturbing some 

individuals. Yellow and purple seem to be absolute favorites in this group. We have one 

participant who will regularly illustrate the author and book title of each story. She’s an 

amazing artist and I wouldn’t be surprised if she becomes well known and respected 

among professional outsider artists. Here at NWPL we have a yearly art exhibit with 

works by many of our young library patrons including participants of this group. It’s very 

impressive! 

Finally, to cap off our finishing of each novel, we treat ourselves to a party. Anyone is 

welcome. If the book has been made into a film, we show it then. The kids love it and it’s 

great for visual stimulation. We also discuss what does or doesn’t correspond to the book. 

Their art work is displayed and treats are provided, often corresponding to the books 

theme- chocolate for Charlie and the Chocolate Factory, cheese & crackers for Mrs. 

Frisby and the Rats of NIHM.  

Believe me, a great time is had by all!!!        

 

  

 

Jan Lee Weiner 

Norman Williams Public Library 

Woodstock, VT 

 


